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I n t r o d u c t i o n

2

F
or m

ore inform
ation, please contact a m

em
ber of the

JJC
’s G

an
g

 M
an

ag
em

en
t U

n
it:

1001 S
pruce S

treet, S
uite 202 • P.O

. B
ox 107 • Trenton, N

J 08625-0107
Telephone: (609) 341-3468 • F

ax: (609) 943-4611

The N
ew

 Jersey Juvenile Justice C
om

m
ission (JJC

) understands
that gangs and gang related activities im

pact every com
m

unity in
our State. The JJC

 w
orks w

ith schools, com
m

unity organizations
and other law

 enforcem
ent agencies to com

bat juvenile street
gangs and help young people succeed.

The JJC
 has responded w

ith a com
prehensive program

 that
addresses youth gangs at all levels. W

ith funding from
 the N

J
D

epartm
ent of Education, the JJC

 has developed a cutting-edge
education curriculum

, entitled Phoenix, that corresponds w
ith the N

J
C

ore C
urriculum

 Standards.

This course can be tailored for youth in secure and residential
program

s, as w
ell as county-operated detention centers and

com
m

unity-based program
s. The w

orkbook-based lessons
provide structure and support, and clearly identify the progress
of participants. The m

ost im
portant goal of the curriculum

 is the
developm

ent of self-efficacy skills, thereby allow
ing juveniles to

understand how
 to react to risky situations, and to think through

their actions and responses to avoid future gang involvem
ent.

To expand its reach, the JJC
 is form

ing partnerships w
ith

com
m

unities to train others in the Phoenix curriculum
. The JJC

is also coordinating w
ith the county offices of probation and local

police departm
ents, to build “safety nets” of resources for

youth in the com
m

unity.

Experienced JJC
 staff are available to conduct w

orkshops.
O

ne-day training sessions can be adapted to m
eet an audience’s

specific needs and inform
ation level. It can also be expanded to

provide m
ore in depth training.
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�
A

dm
its m

em
bership

�
C

hange of behavior or
defiant behavior

�
G

rades drop/truancy
�

N
ew

 “friends”
�

C
alls from

 unknow
n people

�
U

nexplained m
oney and jew

elry
�

Slang
�

O
bsession w

ith certain colors and
sports team

s apparel
�

Flashing signs
�

G
raffiti on books and w

alls
�

N
icknam

es and street nam
es

�
Evidence of drug abuse

G
ang m

em
bers com

m
unicate in m

any dif-
ferent w

ays. Speech is the m
ost obvious;

how
ever, gang m

em
bers also m

ake use of
nonverbal m

ethods of exchanging thoughts.
G

raffiti, hand signs, colors, and tattoos are
indicators of gang affiliation.

G
ang m

em
bers have their ow

n language,
w

hich contains phrases, hand signs, tattoos,
m

arkings and graffiti. A
s a parent, you m

ay
not recognize them

 right aw
ay. The item

s
listed as Identifiers in this booklet include
types of clothing young people m

ight w
ear,

tattoos and other m
arkings. The item

s listed
as Phrases are expressions young people
m

ight say to each other or w
rite on their

school notebooks.

Street gangs are targeting young people at
an earlier and earlier age. It is critical that
you be able to recognize the signs of gang
involvem

ent. This booklet is designed to
help parents, teachers, and com

m
unity

m
em

bers spot gang activity in their fam
i-

lies, schools and com
m

unities. The pages

14
3

that follow
 provide you w

ith vivid descrip-
tions that you can use to identify gang ac-
tivity. If you spot any of these signs, there
are professionals available to help you.
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W
h

y
 d

o
 k

id
s

 jo
in

g
a

n
g

s
?

W
h

a
t c

a
n

 p
a

re
n

ts
 d

o
to

 p
re

v
e

n
t th

e
ir

 c
h

ild
re

n
 fro

m
jo

in
in

g
 a

 g
a

n
g

?

�
D

evelop open and frequent
com

m
unication w

ith your children.
�

Encourage children to becom
e

involved in athletics and other
health-oriented activities to
establish a sense of belonging.

�
M

onitor/lim
it children’s exposure

to violence contained in television,
m

usic, and video gam
es.

�
C

ultivate respect for others’
property and pride in com

m
unity.

�
K

now
 w

ho your children are
spending tim

e w
ith.

�
D

on’t let children stay out late or
spend a lot of tim

e unsupervised in
the street.

�
B

ecom
e involved in your child’s

education and in your com
m

unity.

Each case is individual, but som
e reasons

include:
�

Security, protection and a sense of
belonging
�

Lack of fam
ily, com

m
unity, or youth

support system
 (too m

uch unsupervised
tim

e)
�

Sense of status or respect
�

Living in a gang infested com
m

unity or
having fam

ily m
em

bers in a gang
�

Low
 self-esteem

�
Financial opportunities (i.e. profits
from

 drug distribution and other illegal
activities)
�

Peer pressure
�

Thrill seeking
�

M
edia glorifying violence

There are approxim
ately 2,300 gang m

em
bers

under the age of 15 in N
ew

 Jersey. C
hildren

as young as second and third grade have
know

n gang affiliations. In fact, 46 percent of
gang-related incidents occur on school property.



blood phrases
B

latt B
latt �

G
reetings: “W

hat dat red be like?” �
R

efered to each other as dogs �
D

A
M

U
 = B

rother/B
lood �

D
A

M
U

ETTE = Sister Bloodettes Ruby Red �
B

lood Love �
W

hat’s popping? �

b
lo

o
d

s
O

riginally from
 Los A

ngeles, the Bloods are
one of the largest associations of street gangs
in the U

nited States. These extrem
ely vio-

lent and aggressive street gangs, referred to
as sets, have adopted a com

m
on gang phi-

losophy. M
em

bers use violence to protect
and expand their drug distribution. The sets
share a com

prehensive philosophy, ex-
pressed in an oath, a prayer, a song, a m

otto,
a concept of w

ar, and 31 com
m

on rules in-
cluding an initiation, w

here a new
 m

em
ber

m
ust w

ithstand 31 seconds of beating or
sexual relations.

4
13

blood identifiers
�

C
olors red, black, brow

n and pink
�

B
’s up (      ), C

’s D
ow

n (     )
�

M
O

B
 = M

em
ber of B

loods
�

D
og paw

s m
ade up of three dots

�
C

K
 C

rip K
illa

�
031 / 021
�

R
ed, black, brow

n or pink bandanas
and w

ave caps
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5

m
s

 13
O

riginating in Los A
ngeles, M

S 13 is one of
the m

ost violent street gangs in the U
nited

States. M
em

bers sm
uggle and distribute

illicit drugs and are extrem
ely violent.

m
s 13 identifiers

�
 

H
eavily tattooed

�
 

Typical latin gang tattoos
�
 

“H
eavy M

etal” tattoos
�
 

B
lue and black bandanas

La M
ara S

alvatrucha

M
S

 X
3
 • M

S
 1

3
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m
s 13 phrases

“La M
ara” stands for G

angs �
“Salva” stands for Salvadorian �
“Trucha” stands for “look out” �

EM
E ESE stands for M

S �
Locotes �
C

liques �C
ourtesy of C

arlos D
iaz
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c
rip

s
O

riginally from
 Los A

ngeles, the C
rips are

an organization of aggressive and brutal
gang m

em
bers w

ho are heavily involved in
the drug trade. Throughout the 1980’s and
1990’s the C

rips developed intricate net-
w

orks and a respected reputation w
ith other

gangs across A
m

erica. C
rip gangs are w

ell
established across the U

nited States.

crips identifiers
�

C
olors blue, gray, orange and purple

�
6 Pointed Star of D

avid
�

C
’s up (     ), B

’s dow
n (     )

�
B

lue, gray, orange or purple bandanas
or w

ave caps
�

C
rip W

alks
�

B
’s crossed out
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crips phrases
B

K
 B

lood K
illa �

Loc (Love only crips) �
C

-Ya �
Slobs (D

erogatory B
loods) �

C
’s U

p C
uzz �

W
hat’s C

rackalacking? �
R

efer each other as cousins �

B
C



ñ
e

ta
Ñ

eta orignated in the prisions of Puerto R
ico

and is an extrem
ely violent gang. The group

w
as form

ed to address prisoners’ rights
issues in the Puerto R

ican prison system
.

In the U
nited States, Ñ

eta chapters exist in-
side and outside of prison.

10
7

ñeta Identifiers
�

The colors black, red, w
hite and blue

�
The term

 150%
�

Tattoo w
ith the num

bers 1.50
�

D
epicting shackles and handcuffs

�
B

eads
�

B
andanas A

sso
ciatio

n
 fo

r
th

e R
ig

h
ts o

f
th

e In
carcerated

Ñ
E

T
A
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ñeta phrases
D

eC
orazon �
Prim

os �
Insectos �



8
9

la
tin

 k
in

g
s

O
riginally from

 Chicago, the Latin K
ings are

extrem
ely violent and a w

ell organized gang.
The gang is active in N

ew
 York, N

ew
 Jersey

and Pennsylvania. Its m
ain source of incom

e
is from

 the distribution of drugs and robbery.

latin kings identifiers
�

C
olors black and gold

�
3 or 5 pointed crow

ns
�

Eyebrow
s cut to form

 five points
�

Pittsburgh sports team
 apparel

�
Yellow

 and black bandanas, beads
or w

ave caps
latin kings phrases

K
ingism

 �
Pee W

ee K
ing (for those under18) �

A
D

R
 A

m
or de rey (Love of the king) �

360  w
hole, com

plete and unbreakable �

w
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C
ourtesy of A

ndy G
rascia

C
ourtesy of A

ndy G
rascia


